
Foundations & Endowments
HELPING NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS MEET THEIR 
INVESTMENT GOALS WHILE MINIMIZING RISK

Managing a foundation or endowment is an 
important yet challenging endeavor. It requires a 
balance of short- and long-term planning, daily 
operations and active investment oversight. To 
add greater complexity, all of the above must 
be done in a fiduciary compliant manner. No 
easy task, but that’s where hiring a fiduciary like 
American Trust can help. 

You see, when you work with American Trust, 
you can ‘trust’ that we are always acting in the 
best interest of your mission and doing so at an 
expert standard of care. We assume full fiduciary 
responsibility over the selection and management 
of your investments by helping to implement 
a fiduciary governance process that is well 
documented, actively managed and prudently 
monitored. This is just one of many reasons why 
you can put your trust in American Trust.

OUR APPROACH
To fully understand the specific needs, objectives 
and requirements of your organization, American 
Trust works closely with nonprofit investment 
committees. To develop an investment policy 
statement (IPS) which incorporate the dynamics 
of spending policy, inflation, risk metrics and 
return expectations, we begin by helping 
you set appropriate target performance and 
risk objectives. We essentially become the 
“outsourced” Chief Investment Officer to your 
organization’s investment committee. 

Our comprehensive investment management, 
advisory and fiduciary services include:

• Portfolio Modeling, Construction and Analysis
• Asset Allocation and Investment Policy 

Development
• Manager Selection and Due Diligence
• Investment Committee Best Practices
• Portfolio Monitoring and Rebalancing
• Economic and Capital Markets Analysis
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Products and services offered by American Trust Company are not insured by the FDIC, are not a deposit or other obligation of, or guaranteed 
by, American Trust Company, and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal amount invested.   
To review all disclosures, visit www.americantrust.com/disclosures   
American Trust is a brand name used by affiliates American Trust Company and AT Retirement Services, LLC in marketing services to the 
retirement plan industry. AT Retirement Services, LLC is not a trust company and does not provide fiduciary services other than certain 
administrative services.  
Not FDIC Insured | No Bank Guarantee | May Lose Value 

NO CONFLICT OF 
INTEREST APPROACH
Our open architecture platform 
provides your organization with a 
wide range of investment options, 
flexibility and an appropriate 
level of objectivity. There are no 
hidden fees. Disclosure of all fees 
and our compensation structure 
is completely transparent to your 
organization.

CEFEX CERTIFIED
The Centre for Fiduciary 
Excellence (CEFEX) certified our 
firm, Unified Trust, a Division 
of American Trust Company, as 
meeting its highest standards of 
Fiduciary Practices for Investment 
Advisors. We were among the 
first Investment Advisors globally 
to successfully complete the 
independent certification process 
and the first trust company 
(Unified Trust Company) certified 
in the United States. To maintain 
our CEFEX certification we 
submit to annual audits by the 
Centre for Fiduciary Excellence. 

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS
Navigating your mission to its 
financial goals is a process. 
Establishing a plan is only the 
first step. Success requires 
ongoing monitoring, managing & 

adjustments over time.

SUSTAINABILITY STUDY: 
When it comes to institutional 
investing, there is often a healthy 
tension that exists between 
saving and spending. Your 
mission has immediate needs 
yet you are also planning for the 
longevity of your mission. At 
American Trust we work with your 
organization to provide a prudent 
sustainability study evaluating 
the investment life a portfolio 
given different distribution rates 
(on a percentage basis) relative 
to various risk levels. The goal 
of the study is to provide your 
organization with the framework 
to make distribution and planning 
decisions.

HARVESTING POLICY: 
Rebalancing is the action of 
buying and selling the individual 
investments in an account to bring 
it back to the appropriate level 
of risk and return, helping your 
mission stay on track to achieving 
it’s financial goals. On an annual 
basis, or more frequently if 
needed, American Trust’s Trust 
Investment Committee will 
evaluate which investments or 
investment categories should be 
sold to generate anticipated cash 
flow needs for your organization. 

Planning for cash flow helps you 
reach your immediate goals while 
extending the longevity of your 
portfolio.

SPENDING POLICY REVIEWS: 
In our view, a prudent best 
practice warrants a review of your 
organization’s spending policy 
every few years to help ensure it 
still meets the goals and purpose 
of the organization. The spending 
policy should provide a disciplined 
strategy to how you spend 
resources and it’s potential impact 
on budgets, capital projects and 
future initiatives. American Trust 
will help your organization with 
a qualitative review (purpose, 
objectives, time horizon, donor 
restrictions, etc.) as well as a 
quantitative review (spending 
rate) to help provide a cohesive 
plan where investments are 
aligned with your goals.

INVESTMENT POLICY 
STATEMNET: American Trust will 
provide your organization with 
an Investment Policy Statement 
(IPS) that adheres to prudent best 
practices. We work with your 
organization to establish time 
horizon, cash flow needs and 
risk capacity. The IPS becomes 
the prudent documentation 
your organization can rely on for 
proper governance.


